Shakespearean Literary Terms


Tragedy
· A drama that ends in catastrophe for the main characters and, often, others as well
Comic Relief
· A humorous scene, incident or speech that relieves the overall emotional intensity of a drama
Allusion
· A brief reference, within a work, to something outside the work that the reader or audience is expected to know
Foil
· A character whose personality or attitudes are in sharp contrast to those of another character in the same work
Soliloquy vs Monologue
· Soliloquy is a speech in which a character ALONE on stage expressing his or her innermost thoughts, while a Monologue has other characters who are listening.
Aside
· A remark that some or all of the other characters on stage are not supposed to here
Metaphor vs Simile

· A Metaphor is a figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicitly compared (Baby, you’re a firework), while a Simile is when you use the words as or like in comparison. (Baby you’re like a firework)

Symbolism

· The use of objects or images to represent ideas or qualities (Light often represents hope… not just a light)

Personification:

· The attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something nonhuman (this includes abstract ideas).
Dramatic Irony: 

· When full significance of a character's words or actions are clear to the audience or reader, but unknown to the character.
